
VOCAL AUDITIONS FOR 

MUSICAL THEATRE 

 

 

 Choose the right song in the right key.  Show off your assets as a 

singer and minimize your weaknesses.  Now is not the time to hope 

you can hit the high note. 

 Material must be memorized.  You cannot make a positive impression 

if you are hiding behind a lyric sheet. 

 Dress smart.  Choose an outfit that is easy to move in.  A costume is 

not necessary to convince the audition team that you are right for the 

role.  Rather, dress to be able to breathe throughout the song.  Make 

sure your hair is not hiding your face so expression can be seen. 

 Know the show.  If you are auditioning for a specific role, you need to 

have a clear idea of that character’s context within the show. 

 Have properly prepared sheet music.  Most auditions provide a live 

accompanist.  Regardless of their expertise or experience, they will not 

know every song that is brought to them.  Make their job easier by 

bringing the music in a binder so that it stands up on the music rack, 

having a clear copy that is easy to read and well notated and doesn’t 

have tricky passages like key changes at the page turn.  If they can do 

their best job, that allows you to do yours. 

 



 

 

SHEET MUSIC: 

For printable sheet music with the ability to adjust the key, visit 

musicnotes.com. If you plan to purchase numerous songs, there is a digital 

membership available which gives you a discount on each selection. 

 

 

 

 
 

On the day of the audition, be sure to: 

 Stay hydrated.  Rehearsal rooms can often dry out your throat.  Bring 

water with you to the audition. 

 Warm up, both physically and vocally.  Chances are there will be a 

dance audition on the same day anyway.  Not only do physical 

warmups help your dance ability, but they help your singing muscles 

to be flexible enough to showcase your talent.  Humming is an 

excellent warm up.  Do not over-rehearse on the day of an audition. 

 Be on time.  Excuses for being late just make the audition team 

wonder if this will be a recurring habit during rehearsals. 



 Do not choreograph your singing audition.  This is the time to let your 

vocal talents shine.  Gestures are fine, but blocking and dance steps 

have another place in the process. 

 Don’t apologize.  Confidence is key here.  Never make excuses. If 

something goes wrong in your performance, instantly resolve to finish 

strong. Be a professional. 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLES TO READ: 

https://www.nyfa.edu/student-resources/properly-preparing-for-musical-

theatre-audition/ 

http://www.ace-your-audition.com/singing-auditions.html 

https://www.musical-creations.com/tips/auditioning/20-tips-prepare-

singing-audition/ 

https://www.wikihow.com/Audition-For-a-Musical 
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